The facts of the case as reported here are confirmed by several independent sources, including copies of original records obtained from the Office of the Clerk of Criminal Court of Cook County, and from other sources. The original records were obtained from the Office of the Clerk of the Criminal Court of Cook County included the following: The case was Case No. 33802, People v. Prendergast, and the jury verdict was filed December 29, 1893. The records include the original typed instructions on the law to the jury, including the instructions on the imposition of the penalty of death and the instructions on the insanity defense. The original record includes the signed verdict sheet finding the defendant guilty of murder and fixing the sentence at death, signed by the twelve jurors and certified by John C. Schubert, Clerk.
The record also includes several medical opinions and notes. One note on medical stationery dated December 15, 1893, directed to the State's Attorney Jacob Kern, by Dr. Brower finds the defendant: "insane (medically) and that the form of insanity if paranoia -As to his legal insanity, which as I understand it, is about synonymous with This affidavit is dated February 1 3 th 1894. The transcription of the day is not clearly legible.
The court records also include an Order of Execution, dated February 5, 1894, and two continuances of the execution, one to March 23, 1894 and a second continuance of the execution to April 6, 1894.
The court records also include the affidavit, filed July 30, 1894 of the Sheriff of Cook County, James S. Gilbert, stating that "on the thirteenth day of July AD 1894 at 1148 o'clock in the forenoon of said day in the Common Jail of said County, I did, as such Sheriff, duly execute Patrick Eugene Prendergast in conformity with the sentence of the Criminal Court of said County of Cook.... ." This affidavit includes the signatures of twelve witnesses to the execution by hanging. Seven of the twelve witnesses are doctors.
The court record also includes a blurred copy of the typed transcript of the closing argument of Clarence Darrow (53 pages). Clarence Darrow and two others represented the defendant at his trial on the issue of insanity only. The new trial before a jury began on January 20, 1894 and resulted in a second verdict of guilty and the impo- (1979) .
